~ What’s that
Burning Sensation?

By AM3 Robert Ready and AM3 Christopher Dunn

bout three-quarters of the way through our West-
pac 2005 deployment on board USS Nimitz, the
ship was conducting its weekly general-quarters

drill. We were sitting on a workbench, something we
often did due to the small area in the shop. Just before
GQ was announced, we noticed that a cup of PD-680
had spilled on the workbench between us (although we
didn’t know it was PD-680 at the time.). PD-680 is a
dry-cleaning solvent that is hazardous and corrosive. We
immediately jumped off the workbench and grabbed
some rags to clean up the spill.

About 15 minutes before general quarters secured,
nearly three hours after being exposed to the spill, we
looked at each other and confirmed that our buttocks
were burning. At that point, we hopped off the work-
bench and put away our flash gear and gas masks while
the burning became more and more intense. Neither of
us yet had realized some of the PD-680 was on the back
of our pants.

We quickly told our shift supervisor of our situation

° ) O1] Y 1 O SDA( 0 nse
__._.__!lf\__._!',___ D€ 1NE S] A Ins Q-_.

.
avjiiBhoto by PH3 Christopher Stoltz

center. Also don’t leave open containers of hazmat sitting
on a workbench for the on coming shift to take care of.
We also could have reduced the amount of discomfort

if we had noticed our pants were soaked early on. Don’t
expect someone else to pick up after you. Before finish-
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